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Siena forges alliances with 
Singapore agency 
ltaly'~ Siena Blntech ha,q entered lnlo agreements with two unlts under 
Singapore'sAgencyfor Science,Technology«nd Research (A'STAR) 
for collsboratlvc research Into novelsmall molecules and antibodies for 
various indications. 

Sienawill work withA'STAR'~ Experimental TherapeuticsCentre 
(ETC) to developnovel small molecule inhibitors of a Signalling pathway 
Involved In various malignancies, including gastric cancer,leukaemia and 
brmn tumours, Up to sixgroups from the ETCand around 30 SCientists 
from Siena willcharacterise and optlmlsesynthetlc compounds, with :1 

lead candidate expectedto enter clinical trials next year. 
For competitive and confidentiality reasons, A'STAR wns not ablc to 

disclose details of the precise diseasep:tthw3y being investigated,but 
noted that it wa~ a major hlrget implicated across various cancer types. 

It could also not revealat this stagewhat the arrangements for 
commercial rights to any resultingdrugs might be, although it told 
Scrip that it was lllccly that a seriesof products would emerge,with 
rewards to be spilt according to contributlons to the projects. "It is likely 
that a major pharrna partner will be needed for the full development, 
registration and marketing of the products:' the agency commented, 

The partners potnted In particular 10 the hIgh Incidence or gastric 
cancer, the fourth most common malignancy globally, which is also 
prevalent In Singapore,where more than 600 cases arc diagnosed 
annually, 

The ETC, set up in 2006, is headed by former Novartls researcher 
Dr Alex Matter, one of the key sclcntlstsbehind the development of the 
targeted leukaemia drug, Glivec(irnatinib). The centre's main function 
Is to support the practical clinicalapplication and comruercialisation 
of bask research, and the developmentof Singapore's translational 
research capsblltttcs, 

antibody research 
The second part of the collaborarlon involves Siena working wilh 
the Singapore Immunology Network (SIgN) on the joint development 
of a novel targeted monoclonal antibody agltinst bone disorders such 
as ostcoporosts, 

Work here will concentrate on blocking an extracellular component 
In the molecular pathwaywhich leads to bone loss, the hope being to 
halt disease progression. 

SIgN wW lsolare diseMc-sptcJf!c monoclonal antibodies from ~ large 
pool of polyclonalantibodies derived (rom human B cells, The Itallan 
firm will then characterise the biological functions of these in cell or 
animal ;"odcls, NSTAR explained to Scrip. 

The pxrtners wlll make use of phagedisplay technology to produce 
humanised antlbodles, whkh carry a lower ri~( of rejection, 

The SIgN Inttllllive is a researchconsortium inaugurated in 2008 
under the agency's biomedical research council.with the aim of 
Improving and co-ordlnatlng Immunology research In Singapore, 
Among other things, 11 carries out basic research Into dlsease-speclflc 
Immune response anti regulatlon. 

Slenn Biotech, the research and commercJal arm of the private 
Monte del Pascht dl Siena Foundation, Is already carrytng out several 
research projects In the oncologyarea, including on Wnl signalling 
inhlbilors and chernokine antagonlsts,with J focus on glioblllStom~. 

Its other main areas of current R&Dinterest are AlzheImer's and 
Huntington's diseases. ia~.haydock@lnforma_com 
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